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L e a d e r s h i p  L e t t e r  
 
The greatness of a community is most accurately measured 
by the compassion of its members. 
     - Coretta Scott King 
 
We enter the New Year inspired by and honored to receive the Coretta Scott King Award at the 24th Annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Awards Dinner last Friday evening.  Our giving circle was recognized for the important 
work we do to improve the quality of life for all women and families.   
 
Our accomplishments are made possible by the spirit of compassion and generosity of 189 AAWGT members 
who have joined together to make a difference in our community.  Incredibly, we will award more than $100,000 
at our Grants Showcase in June.  This total will include our first distribution from the AAWGT Endowment Fund!    
 
Throughout the year, we will expand our understanding of critical issues that affect women and families with 
educational sessions on transportation, caregiving, and housing and homelessness.  In March, we will co-host a 
workshop for giving circles across the region to discuss Making a Difference – Defining the Impact of Success.  
Building on that, we will take a fresh look at our own grantmaking process in September.   
 
We will preview our new grantee photo project at the Spring Open House and learn about the impact of our 
work from past grantees in the fall.  Throughout the year, we will have opportunities to participate in book 
discussion groups, service projects and a grantee site visit.   
 
2012 promises to be another exciting and productive year for our giving circle.  We hope to see you soon! 
 
All the best, 
 
Laurie Sharp 
President 
 
Julie Schuelke 
Vice President & President Elect 
 
If you have questions, ideas, or special concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us at giving@givingtogether.org.   
  
 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
 
Wednesday, January 25, 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM  
BOOK GROUP  
A Hope in the Unseen: An American Odyssey from the Inner City to the Ivy League by Ron 
Suskind 
To join the discussion, log in as a member at www.givingtogether.org and go to 
Upcoming Events to register. 
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Wednesday, February 8, Noon – 1:30 PM   
EDUCATIONAL SESSION 
Caregiving & Caregivers: A Monumental Challenge for Our Community 
Moyer Recreation Center at Truxtun Park, 273 Hilltop Lane, Annapolis  
 
Unpaid contributions to caregiving in 2011 are estimated at $450 billion. If you are or know someone who is a 
caregiver, come hear why this important work is often invisible to others and learn the cost to individual 
caregivers, their families, and the community.  We are privileged to have a national expert give us current 
information and a look at the future of caregiving as well as hear from two local experts who understand our 
community, can talk about resources, and explain the challenges we face on this important topic.  
Don’t forget to bring your lunch and we’ll supply the drinks! 
 
Wednesday, March 14, 11:00 AM – 2:30 PM 
GIVINGCIRCLECONNECTOR WORKSHOP & LUNCHEON 
Making a Difference – Defining the Impact of Success 
Chart House Restaurant, 300 Second St., Annapolis 21403 
 
In response to the overwhelming interest reflected on our 2011 Member Survey, AAWGT is co-hosting this 
exciting leadership event with the Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers (ABAG).  Giving circle leaders from 
across our region have been coming together since 2007 to attend ABAG’s GivingCircleConnector Workshops.  This 
year’s gathering will focus on “Making a Difference – Defining the Impact of Success”.   Participants from over 30 
area giving circles will be invited to share learnings and assess how they are making a difference across the board – 
as thought leaders, grantmakers, catalysts for collective giving, and growers of new philanthropy.  This year’s 
workshop will be a great opportunity for AAWGT members to make connections, share our successes, best 
practices and challenges; and learn from other giving circles.   
 
For more information, and to register for the workshop and luncheon: 
http://www.abagrantmakers.org/event/GivingCircleConnector2012 
 
 

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  M e m b e r s  
A warm welcome to the newest AAWGT members making a difference 
in our community: 
Pamela Bush 
Kirsten Elstner 
Gwynneth Smith 
Karen Smith 
 

 

C i r c l e  H i g h l i g h t s  
 

AAWGT receives Coretta Scott King Award at MLK Dinner 

AAWGT was honored to receive the Coretta Scott King Award at the 24th 
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Awards Dinner.  The Coretta Scott King 
Award is presented annually to a community organization whose work uplifts the 
values of the late Coretta Scott King.  Our giving circle was nominated for this 
honor by Molly Knipe, Executive Director of the YWCA of Annapolis and 
Anne Arundel County and the award was accepted by AAWGT Founder, 
Sharon Stewart.   Dr. and Mrs. King’s youngest daughter, Dr. Bernice A. King, 

was the keynote speaker.  Members of our giving circle (and their spouses) who joined Molly and Sharon to 
celebrate at this event included:  Sharon’s husband, Bob Stewart, Laurie Sharp, Bronwyn Belling, 
Jenny Kottler, Judy Coughlin, Randi Hogan, Keren Dement, Lynne and Brad Davidson, 
Martha Blaxall, and Bud Billups (husband of Bea Billups).   
 

Pictured above: Molly Knipe, Executive Director of the YWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel County and Sharon Stewart, AAWGT 
Founder, celebrate at the 24th Martin Luther King Jr. Awards Dinner. 
Photos provided courtesy of AAWGT member Bronwyn Belling. 
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Wednesday, January 11, 2012 
AAWGT Business Meeting & Educational Session 
 
Business Meeting Highlights -- A Very Happy New Year for AAWGT! 

 
AAWGT Endowment Fund reaches $50,000 goal by December 31!  
The anonymous member who seeded our Endowment Fund with an initial contribution of 
$25,000 encouraged all of us to participate by issuing a challenge to raise an additional $25,000. 
And the incredibly generous members of AAWGT met the challenge! By December 31, 2011, 
our Endowment Fund balance reached $51,201.69 and we have more than $6,000 in additional 
pledges. As a result, we will make our first distribution to the Grants Fund in 2012! Special 
thanks for their leadership in this effort go to Laurie Crosley, Chair of the Fund 
Development Committee and Bess Langbein, Executive Director of the Community 
Foundation of Anne Arundel County. 
 

 
AAWGT Grants Fund to award over $100,000 in 2012!  Thanks to the generosity of 180+ women 
who supported our mission through membership donations in 2011, we will award more than $100,000 in 2012!   
Our Grants Committee -- led by Susan Swayze, Chair and Cynthia Danjczek, Assistant Chair – launched 
the 2012 grants process with two highly informative workshops for 2012 grant applicants and reviewers.   
 
 

Education Session – Transportation: Life Without a Car 
The reality of life for more than 8,000 households in our county who do not have 
a car was laid bare at our educational session on Transportation. Carol Cronin 
moderated the conversation with our panel of experts: Pam Brown, Executive 
Director, Anne Arundel County Partnership for Children, Youth and Families; 
Dave Humphreys, Executive Director, Annapolis Regional Transportation 
Management Association; and Barbara Rasin Price, Founder: Community 
Transportation Association of America & President of Echoes and Accents. 

The panelists described the difficulties of finding funding for transportation as the economy worsens, the effort to 
provide transit access from public housing communities to jobs at Anne Arundel Medical Center and Fort Meade, 
and the nonexistence of public transportation in rural areas. In her assessment of critical transportation needs, 
Barbara Rasin Price described how “a ride can change a life” for women and families. Dave Humphreys pointed to 
The Department of Aging and Disabilities van transportation system as a good example of a system that performs 
very well, one that could be expanded, perhaps, to include more residents. According to Pam Brown, "More 
middle class families in our country are losing ground economically, and transportation is always a part of that. It 
doesn’t help to create jobs if we can’t get the people who are falling into poverty to those jobs.” However, she 
described Anne Arundel County as the most collaborative county she has ever worked in, and only in need of 
“one person, one agency, one legislator that can bring this issue front and center. What we need in this county,” 
she concluded, “is a passionate champion for public transit.” 

Many thanks to our Education & Program Committee -- Judy Coughlin, Chair; Maureen Cavaiola, Assistant 
Chair; and Carol Cronin, Programmer -- for engaging our members and guests on this vitally important topic. 
 
Pictured above: Panelists and AAWGT Members Barbara Rasin Price, Dave Humphreys, Judy Coughlin, Carol Cronin and 
Maureen Cavaiola.  Not pictured, Pam Brown.  Photo Credit:  Brenda Anderson  
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Annual Volunteer Service Project:  Girls on the Run 5K Race 
Twenty-three AAWGT members came out in force to serve as course monitors for 
our 2010 grantee, Girls on the Run. Girls on the Run is a non-profit organization that 
combines training for a 5K event with life-enhancing lessons in social, physical and 
mental health for 8-12-year-old girls. A strong showing of 400 girls from 26 area 
elementary and middle schools participated, and since each girl was paired with an 
adult sponsor, there were 800 runners participating in the race. Girls on the Run  

Board Chair and AAWGT member Susan Thaxton said “we actually had feedback that this was the best race 
so far and that had a lot to do with the AAWGT volunteers, because most of the other volunteers either want to 
run with their girls or stay at the start and finish lines. Having so many new course monitors cheering the girls on 
and directing them on the course just made things run so smoothly.” It was a cold but beautifully sunny day to 
watch the girls advance along the course, with every one finishing. Afterwards, a social gathering with Junior 
League Sustainers was held at the home of AAWGT member, Laurie Sharp. 
 
Our hats are off to Marie Brockhurst, Assistant Chair of our Membership & Outreach Committee and Susan 
Thaxton, Board President of Girls on the Run of the Greater Chesapeake -- and AAWGT member! – for 
coordinating a great event for our volunteers..   

                                     
 

Pictured above in orange shirts are the AAWGT volunteer course monitors. 
Photos of Girls on the Run Race above provided courtesy of AAWGT member Brenda Anderson. 

 
 

H e l p  W a n t e d  
 

Volunteers needed to make lunches for the Light House Shelter 
Participating in a lunch making session for the Light House Shelter is a great way to get 
to connect with other giving circle members for coffee, conversation and good deeds.  
Volunteers gather at the home of an AAWGT member to make 70 sandwiches to feed 
our less fortunate neighbors.  The host purchases the provisions ahead of time and the 
cost is shared by those present (about $25 per person).  Members are more than 
welcome to bring a friend to see our giving circle in action! 
 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, February 6, 8:30 AM 
Host:  Kathryn Collings-Laing, 618 Cape McKinsey Drive, Severna Park  
Volunteers:  Need 1 or 2 volunteers  
 
Thursday, March 15, 8:30 AM 
Host:  Prue Clendenning, 113 Park Ave, Edgewater 
Volunteers:  Need 2 or 3 volunteers 
 
Tuesday, April 10, 8:30 AM 
Host:  Eleanor Huggins, 1738 Roydon Trail, Annapolis 
Volunteers:  Need 2 or 3 volunteers 
 
Shopping Instructions:  Log onto givingtogether.org using your email address and password, then click on the 
Members Only tab to find detailed shopping instructions. 
 
Volunteer or Questions:  Contact Karen Davis at kluciadavis@hotmail.com 


